

J UST 12 months ago 
Richard Sheridan 
was virtually 
unheard of in 
south 

Essex where he lives at 
Europe’s largest unautho- 
rised traveller site. 

But in the past year the 
Irish Traveller has become 
one of the loudest voices in 
the battle to save the Dale 
Farm site, at Crays Hill, from 
eviction. 

This mission has seen him 
attend meetings at 
Westminster and accelerated 
into one of the country’s lead- 
ing traveller campaigners. 

The 35-year-old antique 
dealer is now a commissioner 
at the Gypsy Council. 

He is one of just 12 fighting 
nationally to stamp out dis- 
crimination they claim gyp- 
sies and travellers face. 

The appointment comes 
after he helped found a organ- 
isation - Irish Traveller 
Movement 2006 UK - which 
has gained 1,000 members. 

He is also chairman of Dale 
Farm Residents’ Association, 
a Crays Hill Primary School 
governor and last year was 
commended by Lib Dem peer 
Lord Avebury at a House of 
Lords ceremony for efforts to 
ease tension with the settled 
community. 

Joe Jones of International 
Gypsy and Traveller Affairs, 
praised his efforts. He said Mr 
Sheridan was only meant to 
take over heading the cam- 
paign temporarily. 

Mr Jones said: "He was just 
supposed to step in while for- 
mer spokesman Patrick Egan 
was away, but did such a good 
job, he carried on. We need 
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more people like him, because 
this is the direction the cam- 
paign is going - travellers 
fighting for their own rights. 
The Gypsy and Traveller Law 
Reform Coalition recently lost 
support, because it was run 
by the settled community and 
people lost faith.” 

Mr Sheridan also sits on 
several national traveller 
organisations, was on a work- 
ing panel advising the former 
Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and helped design a 
transit site in East Sussex. 

He refutes claims his 
extended family - the 
Sheridan Clan - is at Dale 
Farm illegally and that the 
site should be classed green 
belt. 

He said: “Dale Farm is a for- 
mer scrapyard and should be 
brownfield. 

It was terrible when we 
arrived with cars piled high 
all over the place and oil 
across the floor. We chipped in 
together and spent a lot of 
time and money making it 
decent. There was already a 
dirt road network there and 
we have improved it with tar- 
mac.” 

He said: “We are not here 
illegally. We bought our land 


under Government advice of 
Circular 194 when the Tories 
took away the duty on coun- 
cils to provide sites. If anyone 
is breaking the law it is 
Basildon Council, because 
travellers come under the 2004 
Housing Act and they have a 
duty to house us if they make 
us homeless. 

“They want to evict us with- 
out providing anywhere else. 
Under the new Circular 106 all 
councils have a duty to pro- 
vide sites.” 

Richard said he and family 
members have been evicted 
several times. 

“It has been mainly from 
the roadside, since our way of 
life became virtually illegal in 
the 1990s. But Dale Farm is 
different. Many people own 
their ground for the first time 
and it is worth fighting for,” 
he said. 

He says most relatives are 
“British born and bred” 
despite claims many have 
travelled over from Ireland. 

He added: “We have the 
passports to prove it and 
should be entitled to the same 
respect and rights any British 
citizen. I was born in 
Birmingham.” 

He said: “It is good the need 
for sites is being recognised, 
but there is a long way to go. 
In the long-term the best solu- 
tion for us is to be left here, 
because the site is already 
built.” 


